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visit to Berlin. 1 told Field- 

possible to talk of tree will 

had threatened tO bombard 

Hacha refused to sign. The 

+ deny the fact but explained how the point 
According to him Dr. Hacha had from the first 
‘en everything but had said that constitution- 

з without reference first to Prague. After 

ulty telephonic communication with Prague 

Czech Government had agreed, while 

. could not guarantee that one Czech battalion 

ald not fire on the German troops. It was, he said, 

stage that he had warned Dr. Hacha that, if Ger- 

were lost he would bombard Prague. The field- 

also repeated, in reply. to some comment of mine, the 
advance occupation of Witkowitz had been ef- 

ted solely in order to forestall the Poles who, he said, were 
wn to have the intention of seizing this valuable area at the 


first opportunity. 


<. І thereupon reminded Field-Marshal Géring that, while 


i ١ 


| had always appreciated the necessity for the Czechs, in view 
of their geographical positiot to live in the friendliest political 
and economic relations with Great Germany, he had personally 
assured me last October that this was all that his Government 
desired. The precipitate action of Germany on the 15th March, 
which І agam ascribed to the wild теп of the party, had con- 
sequently, apart from everything and everybody else, been a 
great shock to me personally and had undone all that I had 
sought to achieve during my two years at Berlin. Moreover, 
however indifferent this might seem to him, I could not but 
regard the destruction: of the independence of the Czechs as a 
major political error, even in Germany's own interests, 

6. The field-marshal appeared a little confused at this per- 
sonal attack on his own good faith, and assured me that he 
himself had known nothing of the decision before it had been 
taken. He would not, he said, have gone to San Remo if he 
had: nor had his stay there profited him, as he had hoped, 
owing to the unexpected amount of work which had in conse- 
quence been thrust upon him. He then proceeded to give a 
somewhat unconvincing explanation, though similar to that 
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nh p von Weizacker had furnished me with last March, 
ا‎ i са. a to come to a satisfactory arrangement 
po зай نه‎ ө еч of its failure owing to Czech obstinacy 
un ж what he called the Bene’ spirit as the result of 
ла аа agement. | 
“А quie n Я limited, I told Field-Marshal Göring 
айй bo iusti ў are of the reasons adduced by his Govern- 
he himself should action, but I thought it more important that 
ЕА pes cans the British point of view їп con- 
Government and = ^os of the Prague coup His Majesty's 
force any new a ы ritish people were determined to resist by 
ment between ی‎ No one desired an amiable arrange 
the Corridor iji any and Poland in respect of Danzig and 
re — e ы ourselves. But, if Germany en- 
would compel the P за questions by unilateral action such аз 
independence, w oles to resort to arms to safeguard their 
‚ we and the French as well as other countries 


would be involved. wi 
prolonged world a all the disastrous consequences which a 


Field-Marshal Göring did à entail, especially for Germany, &c. 


to fight and restricted vm not appear to question our readiness 
cumstances in 1 is reply to an attempt to prove that сіг- 
Power could o 939 were different to those in 1914, that по 
this time ae Germany in Europe, that a blockade 
a long war, that vh: unavailing, that France would not stand 
than the latter to ау could do more harm to Great Britain 
ups and downs, a " Ра he history of Germany was опе of 
the Poles had Ба аб this was one of the “up” periods, that 
of any value were the ry experience and that their only officers 
а dense, Thos ose who had acquired their training in the 
united nation ‘a а he were not and never had been a really 
and Russia out of b since France and ourselves could not 
tive military ы Me would not, give them any effec- 
&c. e rptu а engen be taught a terrible lesson, 
‚ might be 1 ; act, all th і 
bound to ages d "еру to a statement : nd 
to the unreality 3 ٠ While I was perturbed at his fe nee 
arguments last ye Polish unity, which resembled the Geri 
the impression E. in regard to Czecho-Slovakia, he 
ably ! , Оу somewhat overstati prd. ca 
y ess confidence than he expressed. = his case, of consider- 
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& At the end of this tirade, moreover, he asked me whether 
England, “out of envy of a strong Germany,” was really bent 
on war with her and, if not, what was to һе done to prevent 
it. I said that nobody in their senses could contemplate modern 
war without horror, but that we should not shrink from it if 
Germany resorted to another act of aggression. If, therefore, 
war was to be avoided, patience was mecessary and the wild men 
in Germany must be restrained. Admittedly present-day Ger- 
many was in a dynamic condition, whereas England was by 
tradition the land of compromise. But compromise had its 
limits, and I did not see how the situation could be saved unless 
his Government were prepared to wait in order to allow excited 
spirits to calm down again and negotiations to be resumed іп а 
better atmosphere. | 

9. At this point Field-Marshal Góring remarked that if the 
Poles tried to seize Danzig nothing would stop the Germans from 
acting at once. As my time was short, I made no comment on 
this but continued that neither the Prime Minister nor yourself 
had yet abandoned hope of a peaceful solution either as between 
Germany and Poland or between Germany and Great Britain, 


' but that everything now entirely depended on Germany's be- 


haviour and actions. 

10. As І had already got up to 80, the conversation then 
took a more amicable turn. Though I was in a hurry, he in- 
sisted on showing me with much pride the great structural 
alterations which he is making to the house at Karinhall and 
which include a new dining-room to hold an incredible number 
of guests and to be all of marble and hung with tapestries. He 
mentioned incidentally that the rebuilding would not be com- 
pleted before November. He also produced with pride draw- 
ings of the tapestries, mostly representing naked ladies labelled 
with the names of various virtues, such as Goodness, Mercy, 
Purity, &c, I told him that they looked at least pacific, but that 
I failed to see Patience among them. | 

I have, &c. 
NEVILE HENDERSON, 


— — M 
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is the liberty that we have enjoyed for hundreds of years, and 
whichywe will never surrender. That I, of all men, should feel 
" called upon to make such a declaration—that is the measure 
of the extent to which these events have shattered the confi- 
dence which was just beginning to show its head and which, if 
“+ had been allowed to grow, might have made this year meni- 
arable for the return of all Europe to sanity and stability. 

It is only six weeks ago that [was speaking in this city, and 
that J alluded to rumours and suspicions which І said ought to 
he swept away. І pointed out that any demand to dominate the 
world by force was one which the democracies must resist, and 
І added that I could not believe that such a challenge was in- 
tended, because no Government with the mterests of its own 
people at heart could expose them for such a claim to the 
horrors of world war, 

And, indeed, with the lessons of history tor all to read, it 
seems incrédible that we should see such а challenge. I feel 
Bound to repeat that, while І am not prepared to engage this 
country by new unspecified commitments operating under eon- 
ditions which cannot now be forescen, yet Ho greater mistake 
could be made than to suppose that, because it believes war to 
be a senseless and cruel thing, this nation has so lost its fibre 
that it will mot take part to the utmost of it$ power in resisting 
sucha challenge if it ever were made, For that declaration І 
am convinced that I have not merely the support, the sympathy, 
the confidence of my fellow-countrymen And country women, 
but I shall have also the approval of the whole British Empire 
and of all other nations who value peace, indeed, but who value 
freedom even more 


——— 


No. 10. 


the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the 
House af Lords оп March 20, 1939. 


Ir is quite true, as both the noble Lord who spoke first and 
oble Marquess have said, that recent events have been a 
d shock to all thinking people m this country and very 


far outside it. It may perhaps be of use if with all brevity І 
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give the House а short narrative in order to make sure we have 
the setting correct of what has actually passed during the last 
few days. The German military occupation of Bohemia and 
Moravia began on the morning of the иһ March, and was 
completed, as we know, without serious incident It is to be 
observed—and the fact is surely not without significance—that 
the towns of Mährisch-Ostrau and Vitkovice were actually 
occupied by German 5.5. detachments: on the evening of the 
14th March, while the President and the Fo Minister of 
Czecho-Slovakia were still on their way to Berlin and before 
any discussion had taken place. /On the 16th March Herr Hitler 
issued the decree, to which the noble Marquess has just re. 
ferred, proclaiming that the former Czecho-Slovak territory 
occupied by German troops belonged henceforth to the German 
Reich and came under its protection under the title of “Пу 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia.” 

It is not necessary to recapitulate the terms of that decree— 
it has been published—but it should be noted that, while ie 
head of the Administration now to be set up 1% said to hold the 
rank of Head of State, and while the protectorate is said to be 
autonomous and self-administering, а Reich protector ts resi 
dent in Prague with full powers of veto on legislation. Foreign 
affairs and the protection of nationals abroad devolve on the 
German Government, which will also maintain military garri- 
sons and establishments in the protectorate, The protectorate 
is, further, in the German Customs Union, and, finally, the 
German Government can issue decrees valid in the protectorate 
and take any measures for the preservation of security and 
order. Perhaps I might quote one short article which seems to 
me to sum up the situation. It ауз | 


“The Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia shall exercise 
its sovereign rights in сопзопапсе with the political, mulitary 
and economic importance of the Reich.” 


As to Slovakia, the independence of Slovakia was proclaimed 
on the 14th March, but at the request of Dr. Tiso, the head of 
the Slovak State, Herr Hitler has undertaken to place Slovakia 
under German protection and the military occupation of the 
territory by German troops is now proceeding. As regards 
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Ruthenia, the occupation of Ruthenia by Hungary, which be- 
gan on the 14th March, has also proceeded: By the 16th 
March the Hungarian troops had reached the Polish frontier 
and had virtually completed the occupation “ОЁ the province. 
Therefore, а5 а result of these several actions, the dismember- 
ment of Czecho-Slovakia may be said now to be complete. 

Before I come to some one or two of the things that fell 
from the noble Lord who moved, I would like to say.something 
as to the grounds on which the German Government seek to 
justify the action that they have take. The immediate cause 
of. the present crisis im Central Europe originated in Slovakia, 
and it is claimed that the German Government was entitled to 
intervene on receiving the request for assistance from the dis- 
missed Slovak Prime Minister, As your Lordships are well 
aware, there has always been a party in Slovakia which advo- 
cated autonomy. That autonomy was, in fact, achieved after 
Munich in agreement between the various Slovak parties and 
the Central Government in Prague. The extremist elements in 
Slovakia, however, were not satished with these arrangements, 
but on all the evidence that is available to mer find it impos- 
sible to believe that the sudden decision of certain Slovak lead- 
ers to break off from Prague, which. was followed so elosely by 
their appeal for protection to the German Reich, was reached 
independently of outside influence 

It is said that German intervention in Czecho-Slovakia ‚was 
justified owing to the oppression of the German minority by 
the Czechs. But, as a matter of fact agam it was onlpowery 
shortly before Нег Hitler's ultimatum to the Czech President 
that the German press began to renew its campaign of last 
summer about the alleged Czech brutalities against. German 
citizens. Actually the position of the German minority, which 
is about 250,000, would appear, since the Munich Agreement, 
to have been one of what might be termed exceptional privilege. 
Notwithstanding the right of option which had been accorded 
by article 7 of that agreement, the members of the German 
minority were encouraged to remain in Czecho-Slovakia in 
order that they might form tsefal centres. of German. activity 
and propaganda; and advice to that effect was given to the 
minority by its leader. 
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partment of Overseas Trade to Berlin, by means of which it 
had been hoped that His Majesty's Government could directly 
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German policy any longer to be limited to the consolidation of 
territory predominantly inhabited by persons of German race? 
Or is German policy now to be directed towards domination 
over non-German peoples ? These are very grave questions 
which are being asked їп all parts of the world to-day. The 
German action in Czecho-Slovakia has been furthered by new 
methods, and the world has lately seen more than one new 
departure in the field of international technique. Wars without 
declarations of war. Pressure exercised under threat of im. 
mediate employment. of force. Intervention in the internal 
struggles of other States. Countries are now faced with the 
encouragement of separatism, not m the interest of separatist 
or minority elements but in the imperial interests of Germany. 
The alleged ill-treatment of German minorities in foreign coun. 
tries which, it is true, may sometimes, perhaps often, arise from 
natural causes, but which may also be the subject and result of 
provocation from outside, is used as a pretext for intervention, 

These methods are simple and, with growing experience, 
quite unmistakable. Have we any assurance that they will not 
be employed elsewhere? Every country which is Germany’s 
neighbour is now uncertain of the morrow, and every country 
which values its national identity and sovereignty stands 
warned against the danger from within, inspired from ‘without 
During the last few days there have been rumours that the 
German Government were adopting а harsh attitude in their 
negotiations with the Roumanian Government on economic 
matters. І am glad to say that the Roumanian Government 
have themselves denied a report that went so far as to speak 
of an “ultimatum” ; but even if there is no menace to Roumania 
to-day, or even if that menace has not to-day developed, and 
- even though it may not develop on these lines, it is по! sur- 
prising if the Government of Bucharest, like other Govern- 
ments, should view with the gravest misgivings the happenings 
of these last few days. 

For years past the British people have steadily desired to be 
on friendly terms with the German people. There is no stronger 
national instinct among our people than the instinct that leads 
thern, when they have a fight, to shake hands and try to make 
it up. Our people were not backward in recognising some of 
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the mistakes of the Versailles Treaty that required remedying, 
but each time during these last years that there has seerned a 
chance of making progress in understanding, the German Gov- 
ernment has taken action which has made that progress im- 
possible. More especially has that been the case in recent 
months. Very shortly after Munich certain measures were 
taken by the German Government that gave a profound shock 
(о world opinion. Quite recently it was to be hoped, although 
there were many clouds still over and below the horizon, that 
we could look forward to closer economic collaboration, and it 
was in the hope of developing that economic collaboration into 
something wider that, as your Lordships know, we had decided 
on those visits to which I referred а moment ago. АП that 
initiative has been frustrated by the action of the German Соу- 
ernment last week, and it is difficult to see when it can be 
easily resumed. 

These affairs, аз І said a moment or two ago, have raised 
wide issues, and the events in Czecho-Slovakia require His 
Majesty's Government and require every free people to rethink 
their attitude towards them. Broadly speaking, there have been, 


at all events since the war, two conflicting theses as to the best 


method of avoiding conflicts and creating security for the 
nations of the world. The first thesis is that which upholds the 
creation of and supports machinery for consultation, concilia- 
tion and arbitration with, if possible, the sanction of collective 
force, and involves an invitation to all States, willing to accept 
a wide degree of obligation to one another, to agree that an 
attack on one should be treated as an attack on all. That, your 
Lordships know well enough, has been the thesis expressed in 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. Perhaps it is true to 


say that more precise effect was sought to be given to it in: 


the Geneva Protocol; and it has itself given rise to a number 
С regional agreements for mutual assistance between the sev- 
concerned. That is the first thesis. 

which has been in conflict, has been upheld by 

sider that systems seeking to provide collective 

вес < it has been termed, involved dangerously indefinite 
commitments quite disproportionate to the real security that 
these commitments gave. Those who took that view were рег- 
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Documents concerning German-Polish Relations and the Outbreak of Hostilities 
between Great Britain and Germany on September 5, 1939, London, 1939. 


NO. 10 


Speech by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the House of Lords 
on March 20, 1939. 


It is quite true, as both the noble Lord who spoke first and the noble 
Merquess have said, that recent events have been а profound shock to &ll 
thinking people in this country and very far outside it. It may perhaps 
be of use if with ell brevity I give the House a short narrative in order 
to make sure we have the settinz correct of what has actually passed during 
the last few days. The German military occupation of Bohemia and Moravia 
begen on the morning of the 15th March, and wes completed, as we know, 
without serious incident. It is to be observed - and the fact is surely 
not without significance - that the towns of Mahrisch-Ostreu and 
Vitkovice were actually occupied by German 5. 5. detachments оп the 
evening of the 14th March, while the President and the Foreign Minister 
of Czecho-Slovakia were still on their way to Berlin and before any 
discussion had taken place, 
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TRANSLATION UF DOCUMENT 2861-PS 
OFFICE UF US CHIEF UF COUNSEL 
——Ó—M BU DUUNDEL 


Britisches Blaubuch 


Dokumente tetr. eutsch-polnische Bezichun:-en un? cen ausbrueh von 
Fein'scli-keiten zwischen Grossbritannien unc Deutschl^n:^ ^m 
3. September 1939. Loncon, 1939, 


Nr, 12 
Seine Exzellenz, N, Henderson, Britischer Botschafter in Berlin, an 


Vicomte H^lif^x, 


Berlin, 28, lini 1939 


Ich besuchte zustern Fcl'm^rsch?ll Joerin; fuor cine kurze Zeit in 
K^rinh2ll. 


— ست‎ — ае nn سه‎ a— س‎ — — 


4. Bei 'iesor Gole-enheit unterbrach nich cer felemarschall un! be- 


schricL mir еп Besuch ‘cs ir^csi.enten Hacha in Berlin, Ich ant- 
wortete Felimarschsli босгіпе, dass cs mnmoe lich Scl, von freiem 
‚illen zu sprechen, ia, wie man mir gesagt hactte, er ‘och selber 
seuroht haette, Pros mit seinen Flugzeugen zu Lomberdieren, falls 


Dr. Hacha sich wei ern solltc, zu unterschreiben, Der Fel marschall 


vetritt ‘iesen Tatbestan’ nicht, erklaerts пір aber, wie die ganze 
Sache zekommen sei, Nach зсіпог Derstcllunz war Ur, Hacha vom an- 
fang an bercit, alles zu unterschreiten, hatte jedoch erklaert , 
Cass or das vorí^ssun:;s:;emaess nicht tun koennte, ohne sich zuerst 
^n Fras zu wenden. Nach crossen Schwierigkeiten wurte eine Tele- 
phonvertin'un- mit irag hervestellt unc ie tschechische liegierung 


gab ihre éustimmun:, fuerte allercings hinzu, cass sie nicht garan= 


ticren koennte, Jass nicht cas eine ocer antere tsthechische Ba- 
taillon suf die Jeutschen iruppen feuern werde, Erst cann, dagte 
cr, hatte er Dr, Hacha gewarnt, dass er Frag bombar ieren lassen 
wurce, wenn deutsche Leben verloren chen werden, ils Antwort 
auf eine Bemerkun; von mir, wiederholte der Feldmarschall auch, 
dass (іе Besetzun: von 'itkowitz nur ‘eshalb fruehzeitig erfolst 
sei, um ten Polen zuvorzukömmen; von. denen wusste man cenau, 
sagte er, dass sic ^io Absicht hatten, 11озез wertvolle Gebiet 
bel rer erstbeston Gelegenheit zu besetzen, 
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